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The New York State Soil & Water Conservation Committee (SWCC) 
has announced funding to advance Conservation District’s agricultural 
conservation goals outlined in their Agricultural Environmental 
Management (AEM) Strategic Plan.  

All farms with an AEM Tier 3 Plan or equivalent are eligible for this 
funding. The funding from the SWCC through AEM seeks to implement 
farm-specific, priority Best Management Practices (BMP) systems that 
address resource concerns and protect water quality. 

AEM is a voluntary, incentive-based program that helps farmers make 
common sense, cost-effective and science-based decisions to help 
meet business objectives while protecting and conserving the State’s 
natural resources. Farmers work with local AEM resource professionals 
to develop comprehensive farm plans using a tiered process. 

AEM uses a five-tier voluntary approach to: 
(1) keep track of current activities and potential environmental concerns
(2) assess existing stewardship and environmental concerns
(3) develop farm-specific conservation plans
(4) implement the best management practices identified in the plan
(5) update plans and conservation practices over time.

To apply for funding through the AEM program, or start your AEM 
planning process, interested farmers and landowners should contact the 
Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation District. 

For more information on AEM visit our website at: 
https://monroecountyswcd.org/page.html. 

Funding Opportunity for AEM Tier 3 Farms! 

https://www.monroecountyswcd.org/page.html
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For years our Fish Stocking Program has provided pond landowners with the opportunity to stock 

or restock their pond at the perfect time of year, ensuring less stress for the fish as they enter their 

new home. Less stress overall leads to higher survivability of your fish. 

Additionally, if you’re looking to increase the overall environment and 

health of you pond, we will have items that can do just that! 

Distribution will be on October 8, 2021 from 12:00 PM – 1:00 PM

Find the order form on the last page of this newsletter or visit our website at 
https://www.monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 

You can also place an order online: click here 
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Each year the NYS Conservation District Employees’ Association, Inc. has a 

booth in the Horticulture Building highlighting the programs delivered by 

the Conservation District’s in New York State. The Monroe County SWCD 

participates on the committee to organize, prepare, and staff this booth for 

the past 13 years. Every two years, the committee promotes a different 

“theme” at the booth that highlights a specific program area offered by the 

SWCD’s; this year being Soil Health. Soil testing procedures and tools used for our trade were 

highlighted, as well as the ever infamous Soil My Undies challenge, where productivity of soil is 

emphasized from various landscapes. Despite the challenges with Covid-19, there were still over 

798,000 people in attendance this year over 18 days; if you were one of the 37,364 people that 

attended on the first day and visited the Horticulture Building, you may have seen us there; if not, 

make sure to come check us out next year! 

The Great New York State Fair 

Our Fall Fish Stocking Program is Here! 

https://www.monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html
https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-program#sGTNbi
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/or/soils/health/?cid=nrcseprd1470410


Conservation Connection  Page 3 

An invasive pest from Asia, the Spotted Lanternfly (SLF) (Lycorma delicatula) has continued to 
spread throughout the northeastern United States and has caused huge agricultural and economic 
impacts in Pennsylvania and New York City. Many counties in Pennsylvania are even under strict 
quarantine for SLF. Why all the fuss for this little fly? SLF utilizes over 70 plant species as a food 
source, many of which are crucial to New York state’s agricultural economy. Particularly SLF 
likes to consume hops, grapevines, and apple trees; so if you like wine or beer, this is important! 
SLF was recently discovered in Indiana, in turn making up the 13th state to have a confirmed SLF 
sighting, including New York.  

First found in our state in August 2020 in Staten Island, SLF has quickly spread throughout all 
five NYC boroughs, resulting in infestations in all five. A confirmed infestation was also found in 
Ithaca in late 2020 causing great concern for the Finger Lakes Region. Additionally, single 
individuals have been found in several other NY counties including here in Monroe County. SLF 
is present year around in several different stages: 

As previously mentioned, while SLF feeds on over 70 plant species, their main host plant is 
another invasive species: Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima). Tree-of-Heaven, unlike SLF, has 
become an infestation in Monroe County, primarily in areas near Durand Eastman Park, Town of 
Brighton, and Ellison Park. This is why monitoring for both SLF and Tree-of-Heaven is 
important, to ensure SLF does not become established in the county. 

Tree-of-Heaven, also native to Asia, is a fast-growing tree that easily outcompetes native species 
and is able to grow virtually anywhere. It is often found in/on roadsides, public parks, forest 
edges, and more. It can commonly be seen growing out of crevices of sidewalks, patios, and 
walls. Similar looking to our native staghorn sumac (Rhus typhina), the differences between these 
two species are in the fruit and leaves. Staghorn sumac has large, upright, bright red fruit, while 
Tree-of-Heaven has red-brown fruit clusters that start off 
yellow-green, with the individual fruit looking similar to 
that of maple trees, instead of small berry-like fruit as with 
staghorn sumac. The leaves of Tree-of-Heaven are smooth, 
while the leaves of staghorn sumac are teethed. 

If you suspect SLF take pictures of adults, nymphs, egg 
masses and email them to our office or directly to 
spottedlanternfly@agriculture.ny.gov with the location 
information as well. If you suspect Tree-of-Heaven report it 
on https://www.nyimapinvasives.org/. 

Invasive Species Double Spotlight: 

Spotted Lanternfly & Tree-of-Heaven 

All images courtesy of PennState Extension 

Image courtesy of Hobby Farms 

Eggs: Oct-Jun 
First-Third Instar: May-Jul Adults: Jul-Dec Fourth Instar: Jul-Sep 

https://imapinvasives.natureserve.org/imap/login.jsp
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With fall upon us it’s only a matter of time before every inch of our yards are covered in leaves. It’s 

fun to watch them change colors, but it’s not so fun to see them fall knowing we have to take care 

of them. In an effort to keep your yard looking nice, you may wish to just burn the leaves. The 
problem here: burning leaves is banned in New York State by law. Not to mention, you would just 

be adding to air pollution.  

A large, bulky pile of leaves in your yard will take a 

long time to decompose, but by practicing proper 
composting measures you can speed this process 

right along! If you don’t want leaf piles in your yard 

at all, then an excellent alternative is to mulch the 

dry leaves. After raking leaves into smaller pile, 

shredding/mowing them will additionally reduce 
decomposition time, and allow for less large, bulky 

leaf piles building up. You can even apply these 

shredded leaves to your yard to act as a natural 

fertilizer while they decompose. Just be sure the new 
leaf mulch layer is less than 3/4 ” deep. In similar 

fashion, shredded leaves make excellent mulch for 

flower gardens, vegetable gardens, and increasing 

general soil health.  

Another great option is having your leaves collected by municipalities. A great program is put on 
by the City of Rochester as part of their Materials Give Back Program where they will pick up 

curbside leaf piles and transport them to be composted. If you are a City of Rochester resident and 

want to find out more about this great program visit here: 

https://www.cityofrochester.gov/article.aspx?id=8589936436. To find out when you can put your 
leaves out for collection visit: https://www.cityofrochester.gov/leaves/.  

Many towns and villages in Monroe County also offer leaf collections, some starting as early as 

Oct. 1st, so be sure to visit your town/village website to check for pick-up dates.  

Say Goodbye to Your Leaves and Hello to Conservation 

https://www.cityofrochester.gov/article.aspx?id=8589936436
https://www.cityofrochester.gov/leaves/
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District Celebrates its 32nd Annual Conservation Field Days 

After being unable to hold a live, outdoor Conservation Field Days last year, we were back this 

year with many returning schools and instructors who jumped on the opportunity to participate in 

this event again, along with several new instructors who couldn't wait to see what this event is all 
about! 

This year’s event was held at Ellison Park from September 16-17th. Returning instructors from 

Seneca Park Zoo, Cornell Cooperative Extension, NYSDEC, and more, along with new 
instructors including the Genesee Country Village & Museum came out to teach local fifth and 

sixth graders all about conservation. After being unable to hold this event last year, it was really 

special to be able to see the enjoyment in every student’s face as they got to learn from experts in 

their fields, all while enjoying the great outdoors.  

Due to weather and school district transportation forces out of our control this year’s event was 

smaller than previous years but we still managed to educate almost 360 students on a multitude of 

topics ranging from wildlife ecology to local farming to recycling to simply appreciating nature! 
In the face of this year’s obstacles though, thanks to the hard work of District staff, the instructors, 

the schools, volunteers, and our sponsors, this year’s event was a complete success! So we want to 

thank each and every one of you for making this event possible and giving your time to educate 

the next generation. This is always an enriching and unique experience for the students, and we 

can’t wait to start planning for next year’s event!  

If you are interested in being involved in next year’s Conservation Field Days event, whether as 

an instructor or if you are a teacher in Monroe County, please reach out to our office at 585-753-

7380 or mcswcd@monroecounty.gov.  

“Dairy Farming in a Glove” “Why Birds Matter” “Recycling in Monroe County” 

“Nature’s Paintbrush” “The Water Detectives” “Native Pollinator Plants” 
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Last summer MCSWCD was hard at work to help combat the newly discovered invasive Japanese 

Angelica tree (JAT) in Monroe County. With the help of FL-PRISM, Monroe County Parks 

Department, and SUNY Brockport Environmental Science Department, MCSWCD surveyed for 
and treated all JAT populations we found in Monroe County.  

Like any invasive, though, JAT came back with a 

vengeance, leading to the need for more treatment this 
year. Of the six original populations found, three of 

them had new growth this spring. The Monroe 

County Parks Department applied foliar spray to all 

the new growth at both Mendon Ponds and Durand 
Eastman county parks (the only two locations JAT 

was found). A month after treatment occurred, 

District staff returned to each population to survey 

well after the treatment would have taken effect. Only 
two of the populations had new growth, and that new 

growth was only 5 individuals no taller than six 

inches!  

With continued collaboration from all groups involved and 
continued treatment each year, we will continue to see victories 

like this against this new invasive to our county. With any luck 

JAT will be completely eradicated from Monroe County within the 

next few years! 

As a reminder, the following traits are what to look for in 

identifying JAT:  

 Tall, skinny tree growing up to 40 feet tall, often in clumps 

 Large upright, white inflorescence with no main central axis 
with small black   berries in late summer and fall  

 Prickles all along the bark and leaves 

 Large compound leaves (can be > 1 meter long and wide) 

 Grows in edges of woodland and 
fields, and in open areas 

Continuing Fight Against a Newer Invasive 

IF YOU SEE JAPANESE ANGELICA TREE: 

REPORT IT! 

To report: 

 Take pictures               

- leaves, stems, bark, flowers

 Record detailed information

- GPS coordinates very helpful

 Report infestation to:

- mcswcd@monroecounty.gov
or (585)753-7380

Significant new growth 
coming up between a lot of 
garlic mustard (also invasive)! 

This is what JAT seedlings look 
like. It also shows how fast they 
can grow in one season. 

A stand of new growth    
coming up in Population 3. 
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 Don’t Miss Upcoming Stormwater Trainings! 

Like us on Facebook and 
follow us on Instagram by 
visiting the links or using 
the QR codes below! 

http://www.facebook.com/ 
MonroeCountySWCD 

https://www.instagram.com/mo
nroecoswcd_ny/ 

NYSDEC-Endorsed 4 Hour Erosion 

& Sediment Control Trainings have 

begun to be scheduled. Don’t miss 
the first one of the fall October 7th. In 

order to be a qualified inspector or a 

trained contractor on permitted active 

construction sites in New York State,  
you must take this course. This class 

will be virtual and run from 8:30 am until 1:00 pm. 

Pre-registration is required for this class and costs $100. Registration is 
required by October 1st. For more information including class brochure, 

payment link, and registration visit our website at:  

https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-2.html.  

If you can’t attend this training, another one will be held in November. 

http://www.facebook.com/%20MonroeCountySWCD
http://www.facebook.com/%20MonroeCountySWCD
https://www.instagram.com/monroecoswcd_ny/
https://www.instagram.com/monroecoswcd_ny/
https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-2.html


PLEASE SEND YOUR GRASS CARP PERMIT (3 copies) WITH YOUR ORDER 

OR  a copy can be sent via email to mcswcd@monroecounty.gov      

(retain a photocopy for your records). This will enable us to expedite the distribution of your order. 

You will receive a signed copy with your grass carp the day of distribution. 

NO PERMIT=NO GRASS CARP

MONROE COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION DISTRICT 
145 Paul Road, Building #5, Rochester, NY 14624 Phone: (585)753-7380 

http://www.monroecountyswcd.org 

2021 FALL FISH STOCKING PROGRAM 

ALL ORDERS MUST BE RECEIVED WITH PAYMENT BY October 4th, 2021  
Scheduled DISTRIBUTION is Friday October 8th, 2021 from 12:00 p.m. to 1:00 p.m 

Distribution will be at the Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation Office (address above). We have no holding facilities. 

You must arrive during this distribution time or you will forfeit your order. NO REFUNDS. 

PLEASE READ: 
1) You will need to bring 20 gallons of pond or lake water for every 6 Grass Carp, 500 minnows, 75 Perch, 50 Bass

(20 larger bass), 50 Black Crappie. Do NOT use tap water!

2) Recommended travel time should not exceed 30-45 minutes.

Aquarium aerators can be used to decrease stressors to fish during transport.

3) Please bring a cover for the container(s) of water in order to reduce risk of fish loss or water loss.

A garbage bag with a tie is acceptable if you do not have a container with an appropriate lid.

4) Additional information to consider before ordering specific species or items can be found on the next page.

You NEED a Triploid Grass Carp permit to buy carp. See next page how to obtain a permit.

5) Online ordering is available at: https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-

program  Credit card payments are also accepted over the phone at (585)753-7380.

   

 
 

 
 

The Soil & Water Conservation District is not responsible for fish after they leave the pick-up area. 

---------------- ------------------- ------------CUT HERE------------- --- --------------- ------------------ ----------- 

Please complete form, detach and return with payment to the address at the top of the page. 

Name: _____________________________________   Address: ______________________________________________ 

Daytime Phone #: ____________________________   City: ________________________ State: ______ Zip: _________     

Email: _____________________________________ 
.

Fish Species Length Rate per Acre 
Price Quantity 

Ordered 
Price 

Each Per/25 

Triploid Grass Carp* 10-14” Set by DEC $28 $ 

Fathead Minnows 2-3” 2000 $15 per ½ lb. 
(½ lb.= approximately 75 minnows) 

$ 

Yellow Perch 3-5” 50 $7 $85 $ 

Largemouth Bass 3-5” 50 $7 $85 $ 

Largemouth Bass 6-8” 25 $12 $174 

Bluegill 3-5” 50 $6 $73 

Black Crappie 3-5” 12 $7 $ 

-- $ 

Fish Food 5 lb. bag -- $11 $ 

Fish Food 10 lb. bag --     $21 $ 

Make your check payable to: MCSWCD (Returned checks incur a $25.00 fee). 

Credit Card payment also available at: https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html or over the phone 

Total: $ 

Credit card refunds will be subject to a 5% administrative fee deducted from the total amount of purchase. (Sales Tax is already included)

*Please consider additional information available on next page before ordering these species or items.

$ 

$ 

http://www.monroecountyswcd.org/Pages/Fish.html
https://monroe-county-soil-and-water-conservation-district.square.site/fish-stocking-program


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Additional Information: 
 

*   You NEED a Triploid Grass Carp permit to buy carp.  If you do not have a permit, call the New York State 

Department of Environmental Conservation (NYS-DEC), Fisheries Office at (585) 226-5343 to obtain an application 

or download the form from the NYS-DEC at: http://www.dec.ny.gov/docs/fish_marine_pdf/grasscarppermitappl.pdf . 

The form is also available on our Fish Program webpage: https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 

 Triploid Grass Carp control aquatic vegetation by consuming various types of soft stemmed rooted plants. Grass Carp 

will NOT control algae. Customers have been known to successfully use barley straw to reduce algae growth. For 

more information visit our website. 

** Please note - Barley Straw IS NOT AVAILABLE through our 2021 Program.  We are hopeful that it will be 

available for purchase in 2022 - to be determined.  Barley Straw is intended for use as a natural algae reduction 

method in ponds. Note that if you use barley straw to help reduce algae growth, it is best to put the straw in the pond 

as early as possible in the spring before algae starts to grow. Contact our District if you need help determining how 

much barley straw you will need for your pond.  

 Fish sizing and availability may vary depending on yearly weather conditions.  

 You may obtain a free Farm Fish Pond License to stock fish by calling the NYS-DEC Fisheries Office at:  (585) 226-

5343. Permits are good for 5 years. This form is also available on the District website. 

 Koi are no longer offered at our Fish Stocking Event. Koi are now listed as a regulated invasive species in New York 

State due to their harmful impacts on native populations in natural waterbodies. Please feel free to contact our office 

for suggestions on similar functional replacements for your pond. 

 Additional information about fish needs and other items offered is available in our Fish Program Catalog: 

https://monroecountyswcd.org/page-9.html 
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