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IV.) Overview of Monroe County AEM Strategic Plan Objectives 
 

The District will use the AEM Strategic Plan to identify and address agricultural sources of 
impacts to water quality concerns in these identified high-priority watersheds.  Completion of the 
AEM Tier 1 and Tier 2 assessments remains a high priority in the county.  Although cost-share 
funds for implementation projects are limited and competitive in most cases, there may be many 
opportunities for farmers to make low, or no-cost, changes to their operation upon completion of 
the Tier 2 assessment that will improve soil and water quality on the farm and in the greater 
community.   
 

Farmers in these watersheds are currently participating in the AEM program: 
 

Oatka Creek: 31 Tier 1; 17 Tier 2; 1 Tier 3 nutrient management plan; 1 Tier 4 implementation 
Northrup Creek: 11 Tier 1 and Tier 2; 4 Tier 3 nutrient management plans; 4 Tier 4 
implementation 
Braddock Bay (Salmon Creek): 97 Tier 1and 19 Tier 2, 1 Tier 3b Comprehensive Nutrient 
Management Plan (CNMP), 1 Tier 4. ;  it was determined that 8 farms completing Tiers 1 and 2 
for the Braddock Bay AEM project are actually in the Sandy Creek watershed, bringing total 
Tier 1 to 89, and total Tier 2 to 11. 
Sandy Creek: open project scheduled to close February 2006: 3 Tier 1 and 2 Tier 2 assessments 
completed; it was determined that 8 farms completing Tiers 1 and 2 for the Braddock Bay AEM 
project are actually in the Sandy Creek watershed, bringing total Tier 1 to 11, and total Tier 2 to 
10. 
Black Creek: 2 farms have completed AEM Tiers 1, 2, 3, and Tier 4 implementation projects in 
progress 
Little Black Creek:  1 farm completed AEM Tiers 1, 2, 3 and Tier 4 implementation project in 
progress 
 

Oatka Creek, Northrup Creek, Braddock Bay and Sandy Creek watersheds have been the focus 
of dedicated AEM assessment and planning projects in the past or are currently in progress.  To 
date, farmer participation has reached a plateau, with most farmers/landowners currently 
unwilling to proceed to Tier 2, or from the Tier 2 assessment phase to the Tier 3 planning phase.  
While the District will focus AEM outreach on other watersheds during the first three years, 
these farmers may approach the District at any time for further assistance, and an AEM outreach 
program will be re-focused on these watersheds in a few years.  Of those farmers that have 
actively pursued the Tier 3 planning and Tier 4 implementation phases, the District remains 
committed to providing continued planning and technical assistance. 
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The District also places a high priority on using the AEM program to document current 
agricultural practices that are providing desirable benefits to the community while reducing or 
eliminating environmental impacts.  In this respect, the Tier 2 assessments and Tier 5 evaluations 
will continue to provide useful information relating to use and success of conservation practices 
in the county. 
 

The Local AEM Working Group will partner with District efforts to promote the AEM program 
and educate farmers and the community on the benefits of farmer participation through multi-
media:  
Agency newsletters: SWCD, FSA, NRCS, Farm Bureau, CCE, G/FLRPC 
Watershed Committee newsletters & meetings: Black Creek Watershed Coalition, Oatka 
Creek Watershed Committee 
Local newspapers: Democrat & Chronicle, Greece Post, Gates-Chili Post, Henrietta Post, 
Webster Post, Suburban News 
Radio: AM 1180 WHAM News Radio, AM 1370 WXXI Public Broadcasting Station, FM 105.9 
WJZR 
Websites: SWCD, CCE, Black Creek Watershed Coalition, Oatka Creek Watershed Committee 
 


