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VIIl.) Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation District Planning Unit Strateqies

9. Planning Unit Strateqy for Oatka Creek Watershed

Water Quality Problem Statement: Oatka Creek, Lower and minor tributaries havenbee
identified through the NYSDEC Priority Waterbodlast, segment 0402-0027, as known to be
impacted through agricultural activity that contiiés sediment, nutrients and to algal/weed
growth (2002). Threatened public bathing, and sedsecreation and aesthetics may be partially
due to agricultural activities in the watershed.

Desired Future Conditions Reduce sediment and nutrient loading from adjtical sources to
improve water quality in Oatka Creek and help nestweek to conditions that support public
bathing, recreation and aesthetic resources.

Resource Concern Prioritization: According to the NYSDEC PWL, public bathing, reation
and aesthetics in Oatka Creek are affected by sediand nutrient loading with agriculture as a
known source (2002). Using the AEM tiered apprdacis in this watershed have been
evaluated and ranked based on their potential ibomitvn to water quality impacts in Oatka
Creek. Farmers that have participated in the AE& T and Tier 2 assessment process are
eligible to proceed to the Tier 3 planning phasel will be offered technical assistance and cost
share opportunities when available to pursue implgation of best management practices that
will address the priority areas of concern ideatlfin the Tier 1 and Tier 2 phases. This effort is
corrective.

Accomplishments to Date: The Monroe County Soil & Water Conservation Dgtconducted
an AEM Tier 1 and Tier 2 assessment project fro®81:92002. A total of 31 Tier 1 and 17 Tier
2 assessments were collected. An Ag Nonpoint Sd@eodation Abatement and Control
Program, Round VIII AEM Tier 3B nutrient managemetdanning project is currently in
progress in the entire Oatka Creek watershed; amerdé County CAFO dairy farm is included
and has completed a CNMP. This farm is also pfenan implementation project in the 2005-
05 Ag Nonpoint Source Pollution Abatement and Garffrogram pending allocation of funds.

Grants/Funding received to date in Oatka Creek Wateshed:

EPF/ Ag Nonpoint Source Pollution Abatement and Coinol Program
Round VI 1998 - 2002 31 AEM Tier 1 and 17rT2eassessments were completed on farms
in Oatka Creek watershed



Round VIII  2001-2005 Tier 3B CNMPs were cometefor CAFO operations in the entire
Oatka Creek watershed involving Monroe, Genesedywming counties, with one Monroe
County dairy farm participating. This project wik completed and closed out in 2005.

Round XI AEM Tier4 2004 - undetermined B8Ps will be implemented on 12 priority
farms in the Black, Oatka and Salmon Creek wateisheMonroe, Genesee and Wyoming
counties. In Monroe County, 1 CAFO dairy in Oatka&ek watershed will implement a
barnyard runoff management system. This propos&lecvery well but the awards have not yet
been made official by the state. These projectisaddiress the highest priority agricultural
concerns in the entire watershed. The Districk @ahtinue to work with willing farmers in the
watershed as opportunities become available.

Goals: To continue to reduce water quality impacts inkaatreek resulting from agricultural
activities by evaluating, prioritizing and prepayiplans for farms in the watershed using the
AEM tiered approach. This will result in produceeparedness for advancing to Tier 4
implementation of best management practices toesddhe priority areas of concern. Oatka
Creek watershed remains a high priority watersheatié county with a successful AEM
participation level. Re-visiting the watershed/ear five of the AEM Strategic Plan will provide
another opportunity to generate participation ierd assessments and Tier 3 Planning phases.
Tier 5 evaluations will be performed on farms thate made improvements or have Tier 2
assessments more than 3 years old. The Distipetots to obtain up to 20 Tier 2, 5 Tier 3A, and
up to 15 Tier 5 evaluations. Also, sound agrigaltmanagement practices already in place will
be documented.

Obijectives, Tasks Timeline, Who's responsible

OBJECTIVE 1: Conduct Inventory of Agricultural Concerns
Associated Tasks Timelin@n@ract Year 5 Who's Responsible

Complete Tier 5 evaluations MC SWCD Staff, NRCS
with eligible farmers who have April 2009 - February 2010
completed Tier 4 projects or
who have not yet progressed|to
Tier 3

Complete Tier 3 plans with MC SWCD Staff, NRCS
interested farmers April 2009 - February 2010

Identify funding opportunities MC SWCD Staff, NRCS
to implement Resource September 2009 - February
Management System (Tier 4) 2010

Contact interested farmers who MC SWCD Staff
have completed Tier 3A that
will continue on and January 2009 - March 2010
implement Resource
Management System (Tier 4),
Seek funding if needed.

Once funding secured (farme MC SWCD Staff, NRCS

-




or cost-share program) work | January 2009 - March 2010
with farmer to create a
schedule to implement
conservation practices

End of Planning Unit Strategy for Oatka Creek Watershed




